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ceased to grow and therefore has become unfit for freedom. He who
offers a little sacrifice from a lowly and religious spirit quickly
realizes the miserable littleness of it. Once on the path of
sacrifice, we find out the measure of our selfishness, and must conti-
nually wish to give more and not be satisfied till there is a com-
plete self-surrender.
And this knowledge of so little attempted and still less done
must keep us humble and tolerant. It is our exclusiveness and the
easy self-satisfaction that have certainly kept many a waverer away
from us. Our motto must ever be conversion by gentle persuasion
and a constant appeal to the head and the heart. We must there-
fore be ever courteous and patient with those who do not see eye
to eye with us. We must resolutely refuse to consider our oppo-
nents as enemies of the country.
Lawyers and others who believe in non-co-operation but have
not, from any cause, been able to non-co-operate in matters
applicable to them, can certainly do silent work as lieutenants
in the matter of swadeshi. It requires the largest, number of
earnest workers. There is no reason why a practising lawyer
should not make khadi fashionable by wearing it even in courts.
There is no reason why he and his family should not spin during
leisure hours. I have mentioned one out of a variety of things
that can be done by practising lawyers for the attainment of
swaraj. I hope, therefore, that no practising lawyer and for that
matter no co-operating student will keep himself from serving
the movement in every way open to him. All cannot become
leaders but all can be bearers. And non-co-operators, I hope,
will always make it easy for such countrymen to offer and render
service.
A PERTINENT QUESTION
I paraphrase below what a friend writes regarding the
influence of the Moplah outbreak on Hindu-Muslim unity:
I am a staunch believer in Hindu-Muslim unity. But this Moplah
outbreak has raised doubts in me. Success in the Khilafat means strength
to Islam. Strength to Islam means attempts at conversion. Have we not
often been given the choice between Islam and the sword? Can people
such as the Moplahs learn the beauty of non-violence ? And even if they
appreciate non-violence for the sake of their faith, will they not use vio-
lence for the sake of spreading their faith? My belief in the necessity of
Hindu-Muslim unity is there. But do you not think that the questions
I have raised are relevent?